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in the Abbey, all that fervency was past. 1 think there be some
enchantment whereby men are bewitched.3

In truth, Mary was showing herself as moderate as she was
attractive. She kept her Mass., but In political questions placed
herself in the hands of Murray and Maitland and took up the
project of friendship with Elizabeth at the point it had reached
with the arrival of the belated safe-conduct. Within a fortnight
Maitland, who was 'the flower of the wits In Scotland', ean
honest man somewhat more given to policy than to Mr Knox's
preaching', was on his way to England with friendly greetings
from Mary,

Elizabeth received the envoy with pleasure. She pretended
surprise when he made his proposal that she should recognize.
Mary as heir presumptive to her throne. CI looked for another '
message from the Queen, your sovereign/ she retorted, remind-
ing him that Mary was bound In honour to ratify the Treaty of
Edinburgh, Let her do that first, and then would be the time
to make concessions. 'I have long enough been fed with fair
words.' Maitland soon let her see that, unimpeachable as her
attitude no doubt was, it would make no appeal to Scotsmen,
whose Interests were no longer what they had been, but were
now bound up with those of their Queen> and therefore with
her claim to the English succession. Elizabeth answered that
the succession was a matter in which she would not meddle;
like pitch, dangerous to touch for fear of being fouled, or -
changing the simile - like the doctrine of the sacrament on
which some think one thing, some another, and God only
knows whose judgement is best.

Elizabeth spoke feelingly. Only the previous month the
matter had cropped up when she had discovered that the Lady
Catherine Grey, the next person in the succession under Henry
VIIFs will, was with child. Inquiry revealed that she had
secretly married the Earl of Hertford, Protector Somerset's
eldest son. It was not the first time that Catherine had been an
anxiety. At the beginning of the reign, there had been a plot
to spirit her over to Flanders and use her in Catholic interests,
and although she was no longer connected with the Catholic